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Melbourne, Australia 

You are invited to join us as we travel to the 111
th 

 Annual Convention of Rotary 
International in Melbourne, Australia from May 28 - 31, 2023.  It has been nine years 
since the convention has been Down Under, and the time has never been better to 
explore the beauty, cultures and history of this region. 
 
Our programs have been designed to give you freedom and flexibility of choice.  From 
short tours that are economically minded, to deluxe programs designed for 
experienced travelers, we have offered you a wide range from which to choose.   

 
Howard Tours, is owned and operated by Rotarians.  Since the early 1950’s, we have 
taken tens of thousands of members of Rotary and their families members to Rotary 
Conventions.  We hope that one of the tours Down Under piques your interest so that 
you can join us for a trip of a life time. 
 
We look forward to traveling with you. 

 
 
 
 
 

Brad Howard, President 
Howard Tours 

Howard Tours for Rotarians 

We Look Forward to 
Traveling with You. 

Phone:   510-834-2260 

Toll Free:  1-800-475-2260 

Fax:    510-834-1019 

E-mail: Travel@HowardTours.net 

www.HowardTours.net 

526 Grand Avenue 

Oakland, CA 94610 

Howard Tours 
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Howard Tours was founded in 1948 by Joe Howard, Past District Governor of 
what was then known as District 517, which includes California’s Silicon Val-
ley. We remain a Rotarian owned and operated company, now headed by 
Brad Howard, also a Past District Governor of District 5170 and Past Rotary 
International Director.  Our manager, Jolene Bortz, is a Past President of Oak-
land Uptown Rotary Club.   
 
Howard Tours is a primary tour operator and not a travel agency. We do not 
sell to the general public. In designing and developing our ours, we select and 
purchase our services from the airlines, hotels, sightseeing companies, etc. 
and then sell the tours directly to Rotarians attending the convention.  We do 
not purchase tours from other wholesalers and resell them as our own. Nor do 
we “repacked” tours designed for other clients and call them a tour for Rotari-
ans.  As a  result, we offer superior travel service at a greater value. Howard 
Tours has operated professional, educational, and other specialized pro-
grams, such as this one for Rotarians, since our inception. 
 
In addition to providing tours to the International Conventions since 1950, 
Howard Tours has been an innovator in developing humanitarian travel pro-
grams that give Rotarians first hand experience in world understanding and 
peace. These include participation in National Immunization Days in Africa 
and India, the delivery of wheelchairs to those in need, humanitarian grant site 
visits and many other humanitarian travel programs. 

Welcome to Howard Tours              
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Our tours have been specifically designed for a range of interests 
for those traveling to the Melbourne Convention.  We offer three 
different types of tours:   

Explore Tours - Designed for those Rotarians who have limited 
time or funds, but who want to explore another city during 
their travels.

Highlights Tours - Perfect for those who have about two weeks 
and want to see the most popular and interesting cities and 
regions before and/or after the convention.

Grand Tours - Tailored for those who want a longer, in depth  
travel experience.  These itineraries are a slower pace, that 
travel to more destinations over a longer period of time.  

JoleneBortz
Cross-Out
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Itinerary 
 
Thur., May 26 - Depart U.S. 
 
Fri., May 27– Cross International Dateline 
 
Sat., May 28 – Arrive Melbourne 
  
Sun.-Wed., May 28 – May 31 - Melbourne:  Attend the Rotary International Convention.  No Howard Tours’ 
events or services are scheduled in deference to the Rotary Convention activities. 
 
Thurs., - June 1: - Melbourne/Cairns:  Our adventure begins as we fly to Trinity Bay and the city of Cairns, 
which is the launching point for the World Heritage listed Great Barrier Reef.  Our accommodations are at 
the Pacific Hotel Cairns, which include daily breakfasts. 
 
Fri., June 2 - Cairns:  Bring your swimwear, hat, sunglasses, and sunscreen as we 
take an all-day trip out to the outer banks of the Great Barrier Reef.  Our destina-
tion is an all-weather marine platform, that caters to all activity levels.  Snorkel in 
the sheltered coral lagoon, scuba dive at your own expense, or enjoy the reef 
from the semi- submersible reef viewer, glass bottom boat and underwater ob-
servatory.  Lunch will be provided on the diving platform.  Upon our arrival back 
in Cairns this evening is free for individual enjoyment. 
 
Sat., June 3 - Cairns:  Today, we visit another World Heritage treasure, the tropical rainforests of the Daintree 
National Park.  The Kuranda Scenic Rail gives us a leisurely trip through dense tropical forests, past majestic 
waterfalls and over great ravines. We stop at Rainforestation to board an Amphibious Army Duck that will 

take us through the rainforest to learn about its ecosystem.  Lunch is includ-
ed as a tour service before visiting the Pamagirri Aboriginal Cultural Center 
to explore the Aboriginal culture.  We stop at Kuranda village to enjoy a 
walkabout before boarding the world's largest gondola cableway.  This 
evening is free to enjoy the wonderful local restaurants featuring the fa-
mous Morton Bay bugs! 
 
Sun., June 4 – Cairns/Depart for Home  
 

Post-Convention 
Explore Cairns and the Great Barrier Reef  

 
Land Only Prices: $1,169 Per Person, Based on Double Occupancy  

For Single Room, Add - $225 
 

Round trip Qantas Airlines Airfare:  $1,524.97 
(Comprised of $1,253 base airfare and $271.97 in taxes, fees and surcharges) 

 
(See Land Only pricing notes page 12) 
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Itinerary 
 
 
Wed., May 17 – Depart U.S. 
 
Thu., May 18 – Cross International Dateline 
 
Fri., May 19 - Sydney:  Early morning arrival. We begin our day by enjoying a tour to Sydney's famous Bondi 
Beach area including a beachside lunch before arriving at our accommodations at the Grace Hotel Syd-
ney, including daily breakfasts.  This evening is free for rest or exploration. 
  
Sat., May 20 - Sydney:   Our day begins with a tour of the famous Sydney Opera House before continuing to 
Barangaroo and The Rocks, Sydney’s newest and oldest districts.  As we walk through these districts, we ex-
perience a “Taste of Sydney” food tour where we visit a number of dining establishments to enjoy some of 
Australia’s favorite dishes, stunning Harbor views, and the city’s modern architecture and colonial histo-
ry.  The evening free to dine at some of Sydney’s wonderful restaurants. 
  
Sun., May 21 – Sydney:  Today’s all-day adventure takes us to the Ku-Ring-Gai National 
Park and the Hawkesbury River.  We explore the Aboriginal cultural heritage and art of 
the area along with some of Sydney's most impressive views across the Hawkesbury 
River. This afternoon, we visit the Broken Bay Oyster Farm to enjoy oysters directly from 
the river before we feast on a seafood lunch.  This evening is free for one more night 
on the town. 
  
Mon., May 22 - Sydney/Adelaide:    From Sydney we fly to Adelaide, in the heart of Aus-
tralia's Wine country.  Upon our arrival, we travel to the beachside town of Glenelg before continuing to 
Hahndorf, the oldest surviving Germanic settlement in Australia and a true artisan village.  For lunch, we will 
dine in the Adelaide Hills at the Lane Vineyard.  Afterward, we return to Adelaide and to our accommoda-

tions at the Majestic Roof Garden Hotel, including daily breakfasts. Evening free to en-
joy Adelaide’s restaurants. 
  
Tue., May 23 – Adelaide:  Today is one for your culinary and vinous senses as we travel 
to the McLaren Vale, one of Australia's most highly rated wine regions.  Our journey 
will include private tastings at the renowned d'Arenberg Winery and Wirra Wirra Vine-
yards, followed by a wonderful lunch at Maxwell Winery.  After a day of fine wine and 
food, we make our way back to Adelaide and our hotel.  This evening is free for individ-
ual enjoyment.  

Pre-Convention 
Highlights of the Tastes and Sights of Australia 

 
$3,549 Per Person, Based on Double Occupancy (Land Only) 

For Single Room, Add - $590 
 

Round trip Qantas Airlines Airfare:  $1,625.37 
(Comprised of $1,321 base airfare and $304.37 in taxes, fees and surcharges) 

 
(See Land Only pricing notes page 12) 
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Pre-Convention 
Highlights of the Tastes and Sights of Australia 

Con’t 

  
Wed., May 24 - Adelaide/Kangaroo Island:  This morning we embark on the extraordinary, by flying to King-
scote on Kangaroo Island.  We spend the day visiting the Island's authentic food and drink and untamed 
landscapes that include, Kangaroo Island Olives, Clifford's Honey Farm and The Islander Estate Vineyards 
before arriving at our accommodations at the Kangaroo Island Seafront, including breakfast. 
  
Thu., May 25 - Kangaroo Island/Melbourne:  The next leg of our journey continues with our flight to Mel-
bourne.  Upon our arrival we transfer our group to the center of Melbourne.  Accommodations in Mel-
bourne are not included in our tour price.  Your accommodations will be at the same hotel at which you are 
staying during the convention.  You can either secure these accommodations through Howard Tours, or the 
convention website.  Please see paragraph below. 
  

Fri., May 26 - Melbourne:   This morning, we depart from a convenient central lo-

cation in the heart of Melbourne to explore the beauty of the Mornington Penin-
sula and to understand why Melbourne is considered the “foodie” capital of Aus-
tralia.  En route, we visit the award-winning Moonlit Sanctuary wildlife park to visit 
kangaroos, wallabies, koalas and many other Australian animals.  Next, we experi-
ence a stunning five-course gourmet experience, with paired wines at the Montal-
to Vineyard and Olive Grove.  After lunch we complete our day with a celebration 
of art and wine at Pt Leo Estate, known for their Sculpture Park and 16-acre out 
gallery houses.  The day, and our tour, ends with our return to Melbourne.   
  
Sat.-Wed., May 27 – May 31 - Melbourne: Attend the Rotary International Convention.  No Howard Tours’ 
events are scheduled in deference to the Rotary Convention activities. 
 
Thu., Jun 01 - Melbourne/Depart for Home  

Hotel rooms during the Convention are not included in the tour prices  The hotel ac-
commodations associated with the Tastes & Sights of Australia tour end with our arrival 
in Melbourne.   
 
If you have not booked a hotel for the convention, and would like to secure your hotel 

reservations through Howard Tours, we suggest that you book one of our hotels so that  
you will be close to our central Melbourne drop off and pick up sites;  specifically the 
Clarion Suites or the Crowne Plaza.   
 
If this is your desire, please indicate your Convention hotel choice on the application.   
If you do not indicate a hotel, we will assume that you have made other arrangements 
during the one night our tour is in Melbourne and the six nights of the convention. 
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Itinerary 

 
Mon., May 15 – Depart Home 
 
Tue., May 16 – Cross the International Dateline 
 

Wed., May 17 – Arrive Auckland:  Early morning arrival.  Our day begins by enjoying a tour of central Auckland.    

Regularly named as one of the best lifestyle cities in the world, Auckland is a vibrant cosmopolitan city.  Arrive at our ac-

commodations at Stamford Plaza Auckland in the heart of the city which will include daily breakfast.  Balance of the day 

is free. 
 
Thu., May 18 – Auckland:  Our half-day exploration of the “City of Sails” includes views of the city 
and harbor from Bastion Point as well as a visit to the Auckland Museum.  The museum offers an 
excellent introduction into the legacy and cultures of the peoples of the Pacific and Maori art and 
culture.  The balance of the day is free for your independent enjoyment and exploration. 
 
Fri., May 18 – Auckland/Rotorua:  Our day begins by traveling over the Bombay Hills and through 
the lush Waikato Valley, famous for its productive dairy industry, before arriving in the Waitomo 
Cave region.  We visit the Ruakuri Cave and get up close to glowworms, elaborate cave for-

mations, underground rivers, myths, legends of these sacred Maori sites.  Lunch is included as a 
tour service. 
 
We continue our travels through picturesque farmland and across the bush clad Mamaku Ranges 
to Rotorua.  Accommodations at Novotel Hotel Rotorua which includes daily breakfasts. 
 
Sat., May 20 – Rotorua:  Located on the shorts of Lake Rotorua, and in the heart of New Zealand’s famous thermal re-
gion, Rotorua forms part of the geologically active ‘Pacific Rim of Fire.’  Our journey includes a visit the Agrodome to 
learn about how sheep and wool are one of New Zealand’s premier exports and see the working sheep dogs at the en-
tertaining Sheep Show.  We continue with a visit to the National Kiwi Hatchery.  The Kiwi, New Zealand’s national icon, 
is an endangered species.  Our visit showcases how Kiwi recovery programs are playing their part to bring this treasured 

icon back from the brink of extinction on the New Zealand mainland.  
 
Lunch is included as a tour service with a panoramic view of Lake Rotorua and a transfer by aerial gondola.  This after-
noon, we take a guided tour of Te Puia to visit the Whakarewarewa Thermal Reserve to see the boiling mud pools, 
steaming silica terraces and the geyser activity and the New Zealand Maori Arts and Crafts Institute where young Maori 
are learning traditional carving and weaving skills.  This evening, we become immersed in the Maori culture when we 
visit a local village and enjoy a "hangi" or "feast" and experience traditional Maori cultural entertainment.    
 
Sun.,  May 21– Rotorua/Queenstown:  We transition from our time on the North Island by flying to Queenstown on the 
South Island.  Surrounded by majestic mountains and set on the shores of crystal-clear Lake Wakatipu, the natural beauty 

and unique energy of the Queenstown region create a perfect backdrop for exploration or relaxation.  Upon arrival, we 
enjoy a brief tour of Queenstown and continue on to our accommodations at Millennium Hotel Queenstown which in-
clude daily breakfasts.  This evening is free for you to explore Queenstown on your own to discover some of the cities 
culinary gems. 

Pre-Convention 
Grand Tour of New Zealand  

 
Land Only Prices:  $2,999 Per Person, Based on Double Occupancy  

For Single Room, Add - $875 
 

Round trip Air New Zealand Airfare:  $2,055.97 
(Comprised of $1,825 base airfare and $230.97 in taxes, fees and surcharges) 

 

(See Land Only pricing notes page 12) 
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Pre-Convention 
Grand Tour of New Zealand Con’t 

 
Mon.,  May 22 – Queenstown/Milford Sound:  We depart early this morning to travel around Lake Wakatipu and 
through Te Anau and the Fiordland National Park to Milford Sound.  Fiordland National Park, part of the UNESCO South-
west New Zealand World Heritage Area, is one of the great wilderness areas of the Southern Hemisphere.  The scenery 
is spectacular with lofty mountains and deep valleys carved out by Ice Age glaciers.  

 
At Milford Sound, we board a comfortable vessel for a scenic cruise down Milford Sound past towering Mitre Peak to the 
Tasman Sea.  After our cruise, we return to Queenstown, where the balance of the day is free for your individual explora-
tion.  
 
Tonight is free so that you can rest from a satisfying day of exploration, a quick meal, or dining at a local restaurant. 
 
Tue.,  May 23 – Queenstown:  Our half day tour will visit the historic Arrow-
town, a quaint village set on the banks of the Arrow River which was once a 
rip-roaring gold rush town.  Our exploration will include the Edith Cavall 
Bridge spanning the narrow canyon of the rugged Shotover River, Lake Hayes 

and a drive out to the Kawarau Bridge to see the dare-devils bungy jumping 
from the original AJ Hackett site.  Next, we visit a local central Otago winery to 
sample some of the excellent wines being produced in this cool climate region 
and enjoy a leisurely lunch as a tour service.  The balance of the day is free for 
your individual exploration and enjoyment. 
 
Tonight’s highlight will be a taste of rural life in New Zealand.  Steeped in Queenstown’s pioneering history, the experi-
ence commences with a cruise across Lake Wakatipu aboard the 1912 vintage steamship, the TSS Earnslaw.  We disem-
bark at the Walter Peak High Country Farm, one of the first farms set up in the region and still a working farm.  In the 
ambience of the Colonel’s Homestead, enjoy a delicious gourmet BBQ dinner which the chef will prepare in front of 

you.  
 
Wed.,  May 24 – Queenstown/Christchurch:  We transition to the east coast of New Zealand via a full day’s drive to 
Christchurch through the rugged Kawarau Gorge, past Lake Dunstan, across the distinctive Central Otago countryside 
to the Lindis Pass, etc.  Lunch is provided as a tour service at a private local home set on the shores of picturesque Lake 
Tekapo where we learn the secrets of Pavlova, a truly Kiwi dessert.   
 
Thu., May 25  – Christchurch:  Stretching from the Pacific Ocean to the Southern Alps, the Canterbury region is a land of 
plains and peaks, and its center, Christchurch is a city rebuilding itself, as it emerges following the earthquake that devas-
tated much of the city in February 2011.  
 

This morning, we enjoy a city sightseeing tour of Christchurch.   Highlights include the River Avon, Hagley Park, etc.  We 
visit the International Antarctic Centre to learn about life at the South Pole and the New Zealand Antarctic program.  The 
balance of the day is free for individual enjoyment and exploration.  
 

Fri.,  May 26 – Christchurch/Melbourne:  Our time in New Zealand, and our time together, come to a close as we depart 

for Melbourne. 
 
Sat.-Wed., May 27 – May 31 - Melbourne: Attend the Rotary International Convention.  No Howard Tours’ events are 
scheduled in deference to the Rotary Convention activities. 
 

Thu., June 01:  Melbourne/Depart for Home  
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Itinerary 
 
Thu., May 26 - Depart the U.S. 
 
Fri., May 27– Cross International Dateline 
 
Sat., May 28– Arrive Melbourne:  No Howard Tours’ events or services are scheduled. 
  
Sun.-Wed., May 29 – May 31 - Melbourne:  Attend the Rotary International Convention.  No Howard Tours’ 
events or services are scheduled in deference to the Rotary Convention activities. 
 
Thu., - June 1: -  Melbourne/Adelaide:  Morning flight to Adelaide, a city of historic 
buildings, wide streets and a huge variety of cafes and restaurants.  Upon arrival lunch 
is provided as a tour service before arriving at our accommodations at the Majestic Roof 
Garden hotel including daily breakfast.  Afternoon and evening are free for personal 
enjoyment and individual exploration of this charming city. 
  
Fri., June 2 - Adelaide:  Today we visit the beachside town of Glenelg and Hahndorf, 
the oldest surviving Germanic settlement in Australia, and a true artisan village.  For 
lunch, we will dine at the charming Barker Hotel in the Adelaide Hills.  Afterward, we 
return to Adelaide.  Your evening is free to explore Adelaide’s vibrant restaurant scene.   
  
Sat., June 3 – Adelaide:  Today, is one for your culinary and vinous senses as we travel to the McLaren Vale, 
one of Australia's most highly rated wine regions.  Our journey will include private tastings at the renowned 
d'Arenberg Winery and Wirra Wirra Vineyards.  Lunch is provided as a tour service before returning to Ade-
laide for a free evening of more restaurant explorations!  
 
Sun., June 4 – Adelaide/Alice Springs:   Fly to the township of Alice Springs.  Australia's most famous outback 
town known for it's intense desert landscape.  The towns' isolation has led to the creation of an unrivalled 
community identity.  Accommodations at the DoubleTree by Hilton Alice Springs including breakfast. 

 
Mon., June 5 -  Alice Springs/Uluru (Ayers Rock):  Explore the many interesting 
highlights of Alice Springs, including the Telegraph Station, School of the Air and 
the Royal Flying Doctors Service, before departing for Ayers Rock with a stop for 
lunch en route.  Upon arrival at Uluru (Ayers Rock) we view one of the world's 
most recognizable natural icons.  Accommodations at the Desert Gardens Ho-
tel including breakfast. 
 

Post-Convention 
Grand Tour of Australia 

 
Land Only Prices: $3,949  Per Person, Based on Double Occupancy  

For Single Room, Add - $1,275 
 

Round trip Qantas Airlines Airfare:  $1,778.77 
(Comprised of $1,449 base airfare and $329.77 in taxes, fees and surcharges) 

 
(See Land Only pricing notes page 12) 
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Post-Convention 
Grand Tour of Australia Con’t 

Tue., June 6 -  Uluru:   We depart the hotel early to see a majestic sunrise on Uluru.  Afterwards, we enjoy 
breakfast and a tour around the base of this icon including Aboriginal rock paintings and history before re-
turning to the hotel.  This afternoon, we travel to the mystical 36 domes of Kata Tjuta before arriving at the 
Walpa Gorge.  We return to our hotel to prepare for a Sounds of Silence dinner  event.  A sand dune path 
takes you to an uninterrupted, 360 degree view of the vast landscape.  In front of you, the fabled Uluru; be-
hind you the dome of Kata Tjuta and a spectacular sunset.  As the sun sets, enjoy a bush tucker inspired buf-
fet before your turning our attention to the night sky and some of the world's best stargazing. 
 
Wed., June 7 – Uluru/Cairns:  Today we fly onward to Trinity Bay and the city of Cairns.  Sitting offshore and 
shaping the city's character is the World Heritage listed Great Barrier Reef.  Our accommodations are at 
the Pacific Hotel Cairns and include daily breakfasts. 
 
Thu., June 8 - Cairns:  Bring your swimwear, hat, sunglasses, and sunscreen as to-
day we take an all day trip out to one of the world's most popular diving sites.  This 
full day tour includes an all-weather marine platform, which caters to all activity lev-
els.  Snorkel in the sheltered coral lagoon, go scuba diving (no experience neces-
sary/own expense) or enjoy the reef from the semi- submersible reef viewer, glass 
bottom boat and underwater observatory.  Lunch is included as a tour service.  Re-
turn to Cairns for a free evening to enjoy the local restaurants. 
 
Fri., June 9 - Cairns:  Today we visit another World Heritage listed treasure, the ancient tropical rainforests of 
the Daintree National Park.  A train takes us on a leisurely trip winding through dense tropical forests, past 
majestic waterfalls and over great ravines.   Once we arrive at Rainforestation, we board an Amphibious Ar-
my Duck venturing through the rainforest to learn about its ecosystem.  Lunch is included as a tour service 
before we visit the Pamagirri Aboriginal Cultural Center to learn to throw a boomerang or play the didgeri-
doo.  After our visit, we explore the village of Kuranda before heading back down the mountain via the 
world's largest gondola cableway to enjoy sights that were once reserved strictly for the birds!  Transfer back 
to Cairns for the evening. 
  
Sat., June 10 - Cairns/Sydney:  Fly to Sydney,  home of the famous Harbor Bridge, Opera House and a vi-
brant night life.  Accommodations at the ParkRoyal Darling Harbor hotel,  including daily breakfast. 

 
Sun., June 11 - Sydney:  Today we visit the Rocks - Sydney's birthplace, tour 
the iconic Sydney Opera House, and see the Conservatorium, and Mrs Mac-
quaries' Chair, etc., before enjoying a lunch cruise with million dollar Sydney 
harbor views.  Balance of the day and evening free for your enjoyment.  
 
Mon., June 12 - Sydney:  Travel outside Sydney to the Blue Mountains, named 
because of the blue haze caused by light striking dust droplets of moisture 

and eucalyptus oil in the atmosphere.  See the world famous rock formation "The Three Sisters" and enjoy 
views of the Great Dividing Range which runs from North Queensland to Victoria.  We will stop to visit 
Featherdale Wildlife Park.  Featherdale provides a home to over 1,700 Australian native animals including 
koalas, kangaroos, wallabies, as well as Dingos, wombats, and Tasmanian devils.  Lunch is included as a tour 
service.  Return to Sydney for a free, final evening in this exciting city. 
 
Tue., June 13 - Sydney/Depart for Home  
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Thur., May 24 - Depart U.S. 
 
Fri., May 25– Cross International Dateline 
 
Sat., May 26 – Arrive Melbourne 
  
Sun.-Wed., May 27 – May 31 - Melbourne:  Attend the Rotary International Convention.  No Howard Tours’ 
events or services are scheduled in deference to the Rotary Convention activities. 
 
Thur., - June 1: - Melbourne/Rotorua:  Depart Melbourne for Rotorua, New Zealand 
with a connection in Auckland.  Arrive and transfer to your accommodations at  
Novotel Lakeside Rotorua which includes daily breakfasts. 
 
Fri., June 2 - Rotorua:  Located in the heart of New Zealand’s famous thermal re-
gion, Rotorua forms part of the geologically active ‘Pacific Rim of Fire’.   We explore 
this town set on the shores of Lake Rotorua.  Our journey includes a visit the 
Agrodome to learn about how sheep and wool are one of New Zealand’s premier 
exports and see the working sheep dogs at the entertaining Sheep Show.  We con-
tinue with a visit to the National Kiwi Hatchery.  The Kiwi, New Zealand’s national 
icon, is an endangered species.  Our visit showcases how Kiwi recovery programs 
are playing their part to bring this treasured icon back from the brink of extinction on the New Zealand main-
land.   
 

Lunch is included as a tour service with a panoramic view of Lake Rotorua and a trans-
fer by aerial gondola.  This afternoon, we take a guided tour of Te Puia to visit the 
Whakarewarewa Thermal Reserve to see the boiling mud pools, steaming silica terrac-
es and the geyser activity and the New Zealand Maori Arts and Crafts Institute where 
young Maori are learning traditional carving and weaving skills.     
This evening, we visit a local Maori Village for a Cultural Experience and Dinner. 
  
Sat., June 3 – Rotorua/Auckland:  Our day begins by traveling through the Waitomo 
Cave region.  We visit the Ruakuri Cave and get up close to glowworms, elaborate 
cave formations, underground rivers, myths, legends of these sacred Maori sites.  
Lunch is included as a tour service.  After lunch, continue through the lush Waikato 
Valley, famous for its productive dairy industry, over the Bombay Hills before arriving in 
Auckland.  Accommodations at the Stamford Plaza Auckland Hotel including daily 
breakfasts. 

Post-Convention 
Highlights of New Zealand and Fiji 

 
Land Only Prices: $2,449 Per Person, Based on Double Occupancy  

For Single Room, Add - $925 
 

Round trip Air New Zealand Airfare:  $2,101.97 
(Comprised of $1,825 base airfare and $276.97 in taxes, fees and surcharges)  

 
(See Land Only pricing notes page 14) 
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Post-Convention 

Highlights of New Zealand and Fiji (Con’t) 

Sun., June 4 – Auckland: Our exploration of the “City of Sails” includes views of the city and harbour from 
Bastion Point as well as a visit to the Auckland Museum.  The museum offers an excellent introduction into 
the legacy and cultures of the peoples of the Pacific, and Maori art and culture.  The balance of the day is 
free for your independent enjoyment and exploration of this city. 

Mon., June 5 - Auckland/Nadi, Fiji:  Morning flight from Auckland to Fiji.  Upon arrival in Nadi, we transit to 
our magnificent accommodations at the five-star, beach front Shangri-La Fijian Resort and Spa, which in-
clude daily breakfasts.  Evening Free. 

Tue., June 6 - Suva:   Today, we will enjoy an all-day sightseeing excursion into 
Fijian culture as we travel to and explore the Fijian capital of Suva.  Lunch includ-
ed as a tour service. Free Evening for your personal enjoyment. 

Wed., June 7 – Enjoy the Resort:  After the active convention and the exploration 
of New Zealand, today is a perfect day for rest and personal enjoyment at this 
beautiful resort.   Take advantage of the hotel’s extensive activities including div-
ing, snorkeling, sport fishing, etc.  This evening, we attend a special dinner and 
Polynesian cultural show which tells the story of a Fijian community which has been gifted a sacred flame 
that is said to hold magical powers. 

Thur., June 8 – Enjoy the Resort: This is the last day in paradise and you have the entire day for yourself.  En-
joy the beach, go to the spa, read a book, or sleep in.  The time is yours.   

Fri., June 9 - Nadi/Return Home: Morning free for independent pursuits.   This afternoon transfer to the Nadi 

airport to depart on Air New Zealand to Los Angeles. 
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Land Only Prices in Conjunction  
with our 2023 Rotary Convention Tours 

All  tour members have the freedom to decide if they want to include Howard Tours roundtrip, group airfares 
between the U.S. and Down Under, or if you will secure your own airline tickets.  Therefore, all tour prices are 
offered “land only.”  We have quoted the group airfare for each tour separately. Before you decide which op-
tion is best for you, please read and review the following carefully.  

All group airfares include all flights necessary for the tour starting in Los Angeles, which includes trans-
Pacific airfares from the specified cities AND all necessary flights between the cities detailed in the itiner-
ary.  If you are considering securing your own airfare Down Under, please note you will need to purchase 
airfare between the tour destinations.    

The following information specifies, by tour, which airfares within Australia and/or New Zealand are included 
in our group air reservations. Therefore, if you are securing your own airline trans-Pacific tickets, you would 
need to purchase these flights in addition to your Trans-Pacific ticket. Please contact our office to determine 
the group airline and flight numbers BEFORE purchasing these tickets. 

Airfare taxes, government charges and fuel surcharges:  Please note that for each tour, we have quoted the two compo-
nents of airfares individually – the base fare, which is guaranteed, and the associated and required government securi-
ty/tourism/airport/international transportation taxes and fees and the fuel surcharges dictated by the airlines.  Howard 
Tours does not and cannot control any changes to these the taxes and fees; therefore, we have quoted them separate-
ly.  The taxes and fees quoted are accurate at the time that this tours were announced.  The amount each traveler will 

pay is the amount that is required to be charged by the airline at the time your air ticket is purchased.  Howard Tours 
will provide you an itemization of this expense in the invoice you will receive approximately 90 days prior to departure. 

Howard Tours will provide group transfers between the airport and hotel for tour members who purchase tickets on our 
air itineraries.  We cannot guarantee these transfers for members who purchase their own airfare, depending upon their 
arrival/departure time.  Airport transfers in Melbourne are NOT included  in our tour prices with the exception of the 
arrival transfer for the Taste and Sights of Australia tour.   

PRE CONVENTION TOURS 

Grand New Zealand:  Flights from Rotorua to 
Queenstown and from Christchurch to Sydney. 

Tastes & Sights of Australia:  Flights from 
Sydney to Adelaide, Adelaide to Kingscote, 
and from Kingscote to Melbourne.  

POST CONVENTION TOURS 

Explore Cairns/The Great Barrier Reef:  Flight 
between Melbourne and Cairns. 

Grand Australia:  Flights from Melbourne to 
Adelaide, Adelaide to Ayers Rock, Alice Springs 
to Cairns and Cairns to Sydney. 

New Zealand & Fiji:  Flights from Melbourne to 
Rotorua, Auckland to Nadi. 
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Melbourne Hotels 

As a service to our members, we offer confirmed reservations at the following hotels during the convention 
period.  All rates quoted below include current GST taxes and daily breakfasts. 

All hotels are centrally located and highly accessible to the Melbourne Convention and Exhibition Centre 
(MCEC).  They are either within easy walking distance of the MCEC or located within Melbourne’s “Free 
Tram Zone” where the tram can take you to the MCEC area within minutes. 

Because of the limited number of rooms we are holding, hotel accommodations are only for tour mem-
bers.  Reservation are subject to availability.  Accommodations in Melbourne are not included in our tour 
prices.     

PAN PACIFIC HOTEL  2 Convention Centre Place South Wharf.   Located adjacent to the Con-
vention and Exhibition Centre, this hotel is considered one of Melbourne premier hotels.  It offers 
easy access to the restaurants and shops along the exciting Yarra Prominade.  
Daily Room Rates:   US$265 Single / $275 Double   

CROWNE PLAZA  1-5 Spencer Street.   Located directly across the Yarra River and within a 5 
minute walk of the Convention and Exhibition Centre.  This hotel offers  spacious guestrooms, unri-
valed city skyline and river views.  Daily Room Rates:   US$245 Single / $260 Double   

CLARION SUITES  1 William Street.   An all-suite hotel, on the banks of the Yarra River and a 10 
minute walk to the Convention and Exhibition Centre. The hotel is a short stroll from popular attrac-
tions including Crown Melbourne Entertainment Complex,  and Queen Victoria Market.   Daily 
Room Rates:   US$185 Single / $220 Double   

RENDEZVOUS HOTEL 328 Flinders Street.  Built in 1913, this heritage-listed hotel and over-
looks the Yarra River.  Many of Melbourne’s top attractions are within easy reach.  The hotel is a 15 
minute walk to the Convention and Exhibition Centre.  Daily Room Rates:   US$155 Single / $170 
Double   

Visa Requirements for US and Canadian Citizens 

All U.S. and Canadian citizens are required to have a valid passport and a  visa or approved Electronic 
Travel Authority (ETA) to enter Australia. Most U.S. passport holders traveling to Australia for tourism or 
business purposes for less than 90 days can obtain an (ETA).  

US citizens can travel to New Zealand without a visa but must apply for a New Zealand Electronic Trav-
el Authority (NZeTA) before departure.  

Howard Tours will supply additional information once you are confirmed on our program. 

Citizens of other countries will need to determine their respective visa requirements. 
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Howard Tours For Rotarians Application 

Please Print 

Traveler 1:   NAME: 
   (Full Legal Name EXACLY as it appears on your passport—no nicknames, please)  

Passport No.:     Country of Issue:          Date of Birth: 

Traveler 2:   NAME: 
(Full Legal Name EXACTLY as it appears on your passport—no nicknames, please)   

Passport No.:  Country of Issue:    Date of Birth:  

ADDRESS: 

CITY: STATE: ZIP: 

PHONE:   Day: Evening: 

E-Mail:

Member, Rotary Club of:   

Accommodations Desired (please circle):  Single Double         Triple  

□ Please Confirm roundtrip airfare with my tour:

Originating U.S. Airport:

□ I want a hotel in Melbourne during the Rotary Convention

□ Pan Pacific     □ Crowne Plaza □ Rendezvous

Send application to Howard Tours, with a legible photocopy of the personal information page of each 
passport and $600 per person deposit, by check .   I have read and accept all conditions attached.  

Sign and Date: ________________________________________________________________ 

POST-CONVENTION TOURS 

□ Explore Cairns/Great Barrier Reef

□ Grand Australia

□ New Zealand & Fiji

PRE-CONVENTION TOURS 

□ Grand New Zealand

□ Highlights of the Tastes & Sites 
Australia

Howard Tours      CST:  1015206-10 

526 Grand Avenue; Oakland, CA 94610 

Telephone:  (510) 834-2260   FAX:  (510) 834-1019 

Email:  Info@HowardTours.net 
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PAYMENTS:  Send $600 per person, payable ONLY by check, with application.  Check 
made payable to:  "Howard Tours, Trustee Account."  Please indicate “Melbourne 
2023”  in the memo.  Remaining payments are due upon request. 
 

  

Bank Trustee Account & Financial Responsibilities: Payments are deposited in a Bank of America, Oakland, CA, trustee ac-
count, used exclusively for this program. By law, Howard Tours cannot and will not use these funds for purposes other than to de-
fray the program costs. While the money is in the bank, Bank of America and NOT Howard Tours, is custodian of the funds. When 
the travel service companies are paid, Howard Tours will have met its financial and trustee obligations for the travel services in-
volved. 
  

Per Person Prices Include: (1) Double occupancy hotel accommodations; (2) Meals, cruises and special events as specified in 
itinerary; (3) Private, guided motorcoach sightseeing with English speaking guide; (4) Entrance fees; (5) Tips to local guides and 
tour hotel porters; (6) Other values as detailed in the itinerary.  
  

Prices do NOT include:  (1) All airfares; (2) Passport and visa fees, if any; (3) Airport departure taxes;  (4) Government taxes, or 
airline fees (e.g., baggage fees;) (5) Insurance; (6) All personal expenses, (e.g., phone, laundry, etc.); (7) All health and medical 
services, and related expenses; (8) Refunds for missed or unused services; (9) Accommodations in excess of the nights listed in the 
itinerary; (10) Accommodations and all other services in Melbourne during convention; (11) Rotary International convention registra-
tion; (12) Overnight delivery fees or delivery fees for clients outside the continental U.S.; (13) Meals not specified in the itineraries; 
(14) Airport/hotel transfers, unless noted in itinerary. (15) COVID testing; (16) Any/all additional expenses related to delays, quaran-
tines, medical expenses, accommodations/meals, etc., caused by a positive COVID test or diagnosis. 
 
Conditions of Prices: Prices are based on airfares, taxes and the relative value between the U.S. dollar and the currencies of the 
countries listed when tours are priced and the folder printed.  If the exchange rates, airfares, taxes or other travel costs change, or if 
the minimum size of the group is not achieved, the traveler may be assessed any extra charges or refunds.  By joining this program, 
you acknowledge that travelers may be charged additional sums  by the airlines, and therefore Howard Tours, to offset increased 
fees, fuel surcharges, taxes, fluctuations in foreign exchange markets or any combination thereof, and therefore you consent to any 
post-purchase price increases.  Howard Tours accepts Credit Cards for final payment.   
  

Changes of Itinerary:  Howard Tours reserves the right to change the itinerary or services for reasons which may be out of our 
control, (e.g.,: airline schedule changes, number of people who join a tour, natural disasters, etc.) If changes are necessary, the 
traveler may be assessed any extra charges or refunds. 
  

Cancellations & Other Charges:  Cancellations must be made by letter, E-mail, or fax and NOT by telephone. Partial or total can-
cellation of tour services, regardless of reason, are subject to: (1) Funds that may be withheld or imposed by the airlines, hotels, 
cruise lines, sightseeing companies, etc.; (2) A per person Howard Tours' cancellation service fee, prorated before departure, as 
follows: $400 up to 46 days before departure, and $600 within 45 days of departure. Cancellations within 30 days of departure are 
fully non-refundable. Travelers whose changes result in rewritten air tickets will be charged whatever penalties the airlines may im-
pose, & a Howard Tours $50 service fee. Those applying within 45 days of departure will be assessed extra expenses caused by 
late enrollment, with a minimum charge of $50 per person.   
  

Because the airlines, hotels, and the impact of contracting COVID during the trip, etc. can impose heavy cancellation fees and ex-
penses, we strongly recommend the purchase of "Cancellation Insurance," which is available through the Howard Tours website.  
The insurance provided by Travelex offers COVID coverage.  Please read the terms and conditions of the coverage for details.  For 
any questions, please contract Travelex using the phone numbers and email address on the Travel Insurance page of our website.   
 
 
Responsibility Clause: Howard Tours of Oakland, California, operates these programs as an agent for the travelers who join them, 
and for the various companies which perform services on land, sea and in the air.  Individuals apply for membership and are accept-
ed in these programs on the conditions that Howard Tours and its officers will not be responsible for irregularities, omissions, acts, 
events, or for any additional expenses due to delays, strikes, military action, riots, airplane hi-jacking, civil disorders, losses, injuries, 
sickness, damage, political action, and/or other matters related to any personal or property involving any facility, transport services, 
personnel and/or activity in the operations of this program.  Because Howard Tours has no control over flights, sailings, rail sched-
ules, and connections between flights, Howard Tours does not accept any responsibilities for these services. Air tickets, and the 
related tariff conditions filed with the Civil Aeronautics Board, constitute the sole contract between the airline and the purchaser of 
the travel program. 

 

Howard Tours 
526 Grand Ave. Oakland, CA 94610 
1-800-475-2260;  U.S. (510) 834-2260 

info@howardtours.net 
CA Seller of Travel:  1015206-10 

 
Prices Set and Folder Printed on August 10, 2023 
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